Semester 3 MJC 4
Politics of Mobilisation in India

The politics of mobilisation in India
refers to the various ways in which
different groups, organisations, and
individuals mobilise support,
resources, and power to influence
policy, governance, and societal
change. This phenomenon is crucial
in understanding the complexities
of Indian democracy, where diverse
social, economic, and cultural
factors intersect.

Types of Mobilisation

1. Social Mobilisation: This involves
organising people around social



issues, such as caste, gender, or
environmental concerns.

2. Political Mobilisation: This type of
mobilisation focuses on influencing
government policies, laws, or
political leadership.

3. Economic Mobilisation: This
involves mobilising resources,
labour, or support for economic
causes, such as trade union
movements or farmer protests.

Key Actors in Mobilisation
1. Civil Society Organisations

(CS0Os): NGOs, community groups,
and social movements play a crucial



role in mobilising people around
various causes.

2. Political Parties: Political parties
mobilise support for their
ideologies, policies, and candidates.
3. Interest Groups: Groups
representing specific interests, such
as farmers, workers, or business
owners, mobilise to influence
policies that affect their members.
4. Social Media: Social media
platforms have become increasingly
important for mobilisation, allowing
individuals and organisations to
reach a wider audience and build
support.

Challenges and Opportunities



1. Diversity and Inclusion: India’s
diversity can be both a strength and
a challenge for mobilisation efforts.
Ensuring inclusion and
representation of diverse groups is
crucial.

2. State Response: The state's
response to mobilisation efforts can
be either supportive or repressive,
affecting the outcome of
mobilisation.

3. Technology and Social Media:
While technology has enabled new
forms of mobilisation, it also poses
challenges, such as misinformation
and surveillance.

Case Studies



1. Anti-CAA Protests (2019-2020):
The protests against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA) and the
proposed National Register of
Citizens (NRC) saw widespread
mobilisation across India, with
various groups and individuals
participating.

2. Farmers' Protests (2020-2021):
The farmers' protests against the
three farm laws introduced by the
central government saw massive
mobilisation of farmers, agricultural
workers, and their organisations.

Conclusion

The politics of mobilisation in India
IS a complex and multifaceted



phenomenon that reflects the
country's diverse social, economic,
and cultural landscape.
Understanding mobilisation efforts
can provide valuable insights into
the workings of Indian democracy
and the ways in which citizens
engage with the state.

This image represents the various
mobilisation efforts in India,
highlighting the diversity of voices
and causes.

Key Takeaways:

- Mobilisation is a crucial aspect of
Indian democracy.
- Different types of mobilisation
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distinct characteristics and goals.

- Various actors, including CSOs,
political parties, interest groups, and
social media, play important roles in
mobilisation.

- Challenges and opportunities arise
from diversity, state response, and
technology.

Discussion Questions:

1. What are the different types of
mobilisation in India?

2. How do civil society
organisations contribute to
mobilisation efforts?

3. What role does social media play
in mobilisation?
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By understanding the politics of
mobilisation in India, students can
gain insights into the complex
interactions between the state, civil
society, and citizens, and develop a
nuanced perspective on the
challenges and opportunities facing
Indian democracy.






